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Education
Apart from cost, education tends

to be the next biggest issue. For
pre-school children, therel clearly
no problem. Which is why many
parents choose to travel precisely
at this point - and of course to also
take advantage oftickets and
accommodation being cheap or
even free. But once the children hit
school age, a number of factors kick
in. Firsç you have to get approval

from the school or local authorities.
It! also a smart move to organise
school places for when you return
- this can be surprisingly hard.
And depending on their agel your
children might have to complete
a curriculum while away; the older
they are, the tougher it is to satisfli
the authorities that the teaching
and discipline will be managed to
a high enough standard.
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One thing is for sure, though:
enrolling the children in schools
along the way - even for short
periods - helps with getting
permission to go. Apart from
professional teaching, other
attractions include a pack of instant
friends for the children. There's also
the not-to-be-scoffed-at dimension
of parents getting time out each
day. When Melissa Reardon was
asked how she chose their school in
Geneva, she laughed:"The one that
would take both girls!" She went
on to say that it all worked fine.

The kids gained infinitely from
being away and got tvvo years of
French to boot.The Harris'went
further; they felt that the schooling
they found in lndia and Australia
was better than their daughter
would have received at home.
The Burgnards, who happen to
still be travelling on their gap year
and are chipping in for this article
from Chile, aie facing different
challenges. Their daughters are

oldeç of ages where education
is usually considered critical;
Annadeline, who is in her third year
at university, has managed to get
some credits in Canada along the
way. She and the others are keeping
up with work through distancelearning schemes. Jean-François,
their fatheç acknowledges that it
hasnt always been easy to do the
course work but refers to a quote
from Cameroon which goes:
"lfyou don't have an education,
travell'His personal take on this is:
"lf you want to learn differently,
travell'And hel a teacher!
The options for distance learning
keep increasing. This has little to do
with catering for travelling families;
rather, it's the result of technology
making it easier for schools to
increase the subjects they can offer,
I ncidentally, Australia happens to
be the pioneer for distance learning
- they've had years of experience
providing education for children in
remote areas.

't?l,d

63

E

